
Military Notification of Death 

Lesson plan author: Chase Goodman, Allen Central High School 
Intended grade level: 11th 
Number of students: varies 
Major content: U.S. History 
Unit: applicable to various 
Lesson length: 50 minutes (1 class period) 

Context 

 Students will learn how from past to present the United States military has contacted the family of the 
death of a soldier. 

 Student’s prior knowledge of the subject will come from their exposure to media, movies, or personal 
experience. 

 Content is relevant due to its connection to real life experience due to the involvement of the United States 
military in recent and current military conflicts. 

Learning Objective(s) 

 Skills: Students will analyze and source primary documents from various conflicts in United States history.  

 Knowledge: Students will understand the importance of empathy and sympathy when dealing with the 
delicate matter of notification of death in the United States military. 

Standards  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that 
makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an author uses and 
refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.7 
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 
SS-H-GC-S-5 
Students will analyze and synthesize a variety of information from print and non-print sources (books, documents, 
articles, interviews, Internet, film, media) to research issues, perspectives and solutions to problems.  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/7/


Resources, Media and Technology  

Military Notification of Death 2 Kentucky Historical Society 



Military Notification of Death 3 Kentucky Historical Society 



Military Notification of Death 4 Kentucky Historical Society 

Instructions 

1. Bell Ringer, 10 minutes:  
Students will complete a writing assignment. Allow 5 minutes for writing and 5 minutes for discussion. The 
teacher will post these questions: 

 Do you know anyone who has lost a family member while serving in the U.S. military? 
 If so how where they notified of the death?  If you don’t know someone, how do you think they were 

notified? 
 If you had to notify a family of a loved ones death how would you choose to do it? 

2. Group Work, 30 minutes:  
Allow 15 minutes for answers and 15 minutes for class discussion. The teacher will print the above primary 
source documents and blacken out all relevant information that might source the material but leaving 
enough for clues. Teacher will pass out documents to each group along with a handout containing these 
questions: 

 Who wrote/produced/compiled this document? 
 From what war or conflict do you think they come from? 
 Do you think this source is authentic? Why? 
 Do you think this was the only notification the families received?  
 Do you think the notifications are too formal? Should they be more sympathetic? Why? 
 What do you personally take away from these documents (i.e sympathy, empathy, and understanding)? 

3. Exit Slip, 10 minutes:  
Allow 5 minutes for writing and 5 minutes for discussion. Students will answer the following questions: 

 Which document was the most interesting to you? Why? 
 Do you agree with the way the United States military notified families of a soldier’s death in the past?  
 Why was this lesson important? 

Assessment Plan 

Objective / Assessment Organizer 

Objective  
Number 

Type of Assessment Description of Assessment 
Adaptations and/or 
Accommodations 

Objective 1 Formative Class discussion 

Extra time for students with 
IEP's and 504 plans, grouping 
with strong leaders, itinerant 
teacher 

Objective 2 Summative Exit slip 

Extra time for students with 
IEP's and 504 plans, grouping 
with strong leaders, itinerant 
teacher 

Impact 

 Students will understand how the United States military has evolved over time in the manner in which it 
handles death notifications. Students will be empathetic to the families of fallen soldiers. Students will un-
derstand the devastating effects of war and the toll it takes on individuals, their families, and friends. 

Refinement/Lesson Extension 

 Teacher will refine the lesson as needed during implementation. This lesson can be used when covering ma-
jor units such as: Civil War, World War II, Korean War, Vietnam War, or the engagements in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. 


